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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  
 
Kim Williams, iHeartMedia Area President for Alaska, named 2026 ABA 
Broadcaster of the Year 
 

Anchorage, AK: The Alaska Broadcasters Association (ABA) is 
proud to honor Kim Williams as its 2026 Broadcaster of the Year. 

Williams serves as iHeartMedia Area President for Alaska, 
overseeing six radio stations in Anchorage (KASH-FM, KBFX-FM, 
KENI-AM, KGOT-FM, KTZN-AM and KYMG-FM) and four in 
Fairbanks (KAKQ-FM, KFBX-AM, KIAK-FM and KKED-FM). 

Beyond her day-to-day responsibilities, Williams has long been a 
dedicated leader within the Alaska Broadcasters Association. She 
has served in every executive position on the ABA Board of 
Directors, including multiple terms as president. When a vacancy 

arose on the 2025-26 Board, Williams volunteered to serve as vice president and quickly took 
leadership of the 2026 ABA Convention and Goldie Awards Committee. 

Williams leads with enthusiasm, heart and a willingness to step up when her industry needs her. 
Those qualities were especially evident during the ABA’s recent search for a new executive 
director ahead of longtime Executive Director Cathy Hiebert’s retirement. Williams played an 
integral role throughout the process, communicating with candidates, participating in interviews 
and lending her experience to the hiring committee as it selected the association’s next leader. 

“Kim has stepped up to serve Alaska’s broadcasters with an enthusiasm and dedication that are 
truly unmatched,” said Hiebert. “Kim went above and beyond in 2026 in her service to Alaska’s 
broadcasters, demonstrating an exceptional level of dedication, leadership, and commitment to 
the industry.” 
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She has also stepped in as acting Board President when needed, providing leadership and 
continuity during a period of transition for the association. Williams has devoted countless 
volunteer hours to the ABA while continuing to lead iHeartMedia’s Alaska operations, 
approaching each responsibility with professionalism, grace and appreciation for those around 
her. 

Williams’ impact extends well beyond her own stations. Through her leadership, volunteer 
service and commitment to Alaska broadcasting, she has strengthened the industry and the 
communities it serves. 

A graduate of Baylor University and the University of Alaska Fairbanks, Williams has a master’s 
degree in professional communication. She started working in Anchorage as an account 
executive for Pacific Star AM/FM, prior to the group becoming Clear Channel Communications. 
She later served as sales manager and spent a number of years in the Fairbanks market as the 
group transitioned to iHeartMedia. 

The Alaska Broadcasters Association congratulates Kim Williams and her family on this well-
deserved honor and thanks her for her continued dedication to Alaska broadcasting. 
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About the Alaska Broadcasters Association 
Founded in 1964, the Alaska Broadcasters Association functions as a 501(c)6 nonprofit corporation, and is the 
official trade association serving all free, over-the-air radio and television stations in Alaska. The ABA’s mission is 
to serve, educate and advocate for its members as well as the general public. For more information on the ABA, 
please visit www.alaskabroadcasters.org 

 

Consideration for this honor is given to broadcasters with a minimum of 25 years in broadcasting in Alaska, a solid 
record of achievement including: promoting development and growth of TV & Radio broadcasters in AK, 
local/national awards, and a history of dedication to the communities they serve. 
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