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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  
 
ABA to induct J.R. Lewis into Hall of Fame 
 

Anchorage, AK: The Alaska Broadcasters Association will 
induct longtime Alaska broadcaster J.R. Lewis into the 
ABA Hall of Fame on November 13, 2026. Lewis will be 
the 80th  member of the ABA Hall of Fame, which was 
established in 1985. 
 
J.R. Lewis owns and operates KLAM-AM and KCDV-FM 
radio in Cordova. He and his family currently reside in 
Fairbanks where he hosts and produces “Interior Insights,” a 
podcast highlighting stories and news from the interior. He’s 
also a narrator on the Riverboat Discovery, helping connect 
visitors to a land he holds dear. 

 
Lewis had an early introduction to the broadcast business, as his father (ABA Hall of Fame 
class of 2005, Jay Lewis) tapped him for voice work by the age of three (paid in candy bars). 

 
Throughout a broadcasting career spanning five decades, Lewis has contributed to his fellow 
Alaskans in a variety of ways. With strong mentors like his father and ABA founder Augie 
Hiebert, Lewis learned all aspects of the industry, keeping in mind community service. His quick 
wit and calming presence lent themselves to a successful run as morning news anchor for KTVF-
TV. Viewers could count on his neutral and natural delivery, with just enough humor and 
personality to make his broadcasts endearing. 
 
“J.R. Lewis is a true representative of what the ABA Hall of Fame stands for: leadership, 
dedication to the industry, and a steadfast commitment to contributing to his communities,” said 
Cathy Hiebert, ABA Executive Director. 
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As an owner of radio stations in Cordova, Lewis has emphasized the responsibility local 
broadcasters have to their home markets, ensuring local news and emergency alert programming 
is free and available to all. Twice he’s been named Cordova Chamber of Commerce Member of 
the Year, most recently during the COVID-19 pandemic. Lewis has served on countless boards 
and commissions. Currently serving on the Fairbanks Salvation Army Board of Directors, he’s a 
past president of the Cordova Chamber of Commerce and the Cordova Mental Health Advisory 
Board. He also served many years on the Cordova Emergency Management Coalition, the 
Alaska Public Broadcasting Commission and the ABA Board of Directors. 
 
In April of 2013, Lewis’ 15-year-old son’s heart stopped. Bystanders were able to save his life 
using CPR, and after a few weeks in intensive care, Lewis’ son went home. Since, Lewis has 
been a passionate advocate for people taking time to learn how to apply cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation. You’ll never know when you may have the opportunity to save someone’s life. 
 
Sincere congratulations and thanks to J.R. Lewis, and his family, for the countless hours and all 
the love dedicated to our amazing industry and state. 
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About the Alaska Broadcasters Association 
Founded in 1964, the Alaska Broadcasters Association functions as a 501(c)6 nonprofit corporation, and is the 
official trade association serving all free, over-the-air radio and television stations in Alaska. The ABA’s mission is 
to serve, educate and advocate for its members as well as the general public. For more information on the ABA, 
please visit www.alaskabroadcasters.org 

 

Consideration for this honor is given to broadcasters with a minimum of 25 years in broadcasting in Alaska, a solid 
record of achievement including: promoting development and growth of TV & Radio broadcasters in AK, 
local/national awards, and a history of dedication to the communities they serve. 
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